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I.G.L.D. ramblings with Past President Brother Eric Warner.
At the beginning of October eleven Kiwis attended the Australia/New Zealand biennial IGLD Conference hosted by South Australian members in the city of Adelaide. They were Sisters and Brothers McLay, Stewart, Cuthbert, Warner, Lemon (Canterbury) and Sister Dyer. Verbal reports of the function’s success were given at our recent Nelson meeting and members will receive minutes of the formal meeting when they become available. Here I will comment on a few of the highlights. A couple of evenings prior to the Congress a few of the New Zealanders attended a meeting of the seven degree Western Districts Lodge where Sisters Dyer and Warner and Brother Stewart had the honour of being initiated into the Eubate Degree.
Thirty-six were present at the opening of the Saturday conference with all State and the two New Zealand jurisdictions being represented. From a personal point of view I was impressed with the efficient way the meeting was conducted and the unity in discussions. It was resolved to strongly protest over the constitutional decisions made at the Munich World Congress last year. There was a feeling that the weaker English speaking jurisdictions have been completely ignored by the stronger Scandinavian Orders. It is even possible that a special meeting of member Nations will be called to re-discuss the serious situation.  It disappoints me having seen IGLD build up over the past fifteen years into a truly international organisation to suddenly be split right down the middle. It is going to take a lot of work and understanding to make repairs and heal ill feelings. Some interesting Australian constitutional proposals were put forward for consideration. We eagerly await the outcome. Brother John Butler was presented with a medallion for his twenty-one year service as IGLD World Secretary.
The next Australia/New Zealand conference is to be held in New Zealand (probably in October 2011) in Wellington. This will only be the second time the conference has been held in New Zealand. I would therefore appeal to all New Zealand members (both North Island and Canterbury) to support and endeavour to attend the function. Many will remember the highly enjoyable and successful conference held in Hamilton a little over six years ago. Because of the function coming to New Zealand, the election of officers saw Bro. McLay elected President and Bro. Stewart Secretary. Representing New Zealand, Sis. Warner became one of the five Vice-Presidents.
On the social side there was a get together on the Friday evening and a superb restaurant dinner on the Saturday evening. Sunday there was a discovery bus tour. A visit was made to an open area zoo at Monarto. Covering several hundred hectares viewing was done from the bus driving among the various groups of animals. Lunch was taken near Murray Bridge followed by a visit to an Australian wildlife aviary and reptile complex where small alligators, pythons and other animals could be handled. We arrived back in Adelaide in time for a farewell BBQ. Despite my crippled state of health it was rewarding to meet and renew so many friends and acquaintances that I have made over the past eleven years. Sisters Dyer, Warner and I picked up a rental car and took six days to travel to Melbourne via the costal road before flying home.
Since my last “Rambles”, three meetings of our North Island IGLD jurisdiction have been held. All members have received the full meeting minutes. Our February meeting was held in Wairoa (a first) superbly organised by Sister and Brother Cuthbert including a BBQ and karaoke evening at their home. Sunday breakfast was at a country restaurant taken outside in the early morning sun. A highlight for me was swimming with a dolphin for about an hour during a Sunday tour to Mahia Peninsula.
Our June gathering was in Palmerston North. The meeting was followed by a restaurant dinner at “Grandma’s Place”. Then it was breakfast at Sister and Brother Horman’s home before a trip to a steam rail and industrial museum at Tokomaru. Although it was a cold day, I found it most interesting. Warm-up came quickly back at Hormans for dinner.
At our recent Nelson meeting there was quite a discussion on hosting the next Australasian Conference where it was decided to hold the function in Wellington (see minutes). There will be the normal social functions in the vicinity of the conference centre. There will also be two or three options for tour trips which delegates may choose from. Members will be kept informed and up to date of progressive arrangements.
Three presentations were made of the prestigious Aotearoa Award the highest honour a member of our jurisdiction can receive. They were Sisters S. McLay and D. Ayers and Brother M. Clarke who became only the fourth, fifth and sixth recipients of this rare Award. There were also several presentations of Past President’s certificates.

Sister Sylvia McLay joined the Druids in 1968, received a DPD collar in 1989 and became Grand Lodge (NI) President in 2007. For her outstanding services, she received Grand Lodge’s highest award “The Abel Award” last year. She has been a very active member of IGLD for twenty-three years with outstanding enthusiasm, support and
P.T.O. 
works for the jurisdiction and was our President in 1997/98. Over the years her attendance at our meetings has been close on 90% in fact only one other member has attended more meetings in the history of our Order. She has attended a World Congress and at least seven Australasian Conferences.

Sister Diane Ayers has been a Druid for forty-six years and an IGLD member for nineteen years. Only seven members have attended more of our meetings than she has. Sister Ayers has been Secretary of Grand Lodge for the past ten years and in 2004 was the recipient of the Abel Award. She became a JP in 2005, commenced Judicial studies in 2007 and is active on the Bench. She has been active in St Johns since 1963.
Brother Morrie Clarke joined the Junior Druids Lodge seventy-eight years ago aged ten. He has been an IGLD member for twenty-four years of which he is a Past President. He is the Junior Past President of Grand Lodge and was the recipient of the Abel Award in 2003. Most of his working life he was a business manager. He was a foundation member and past chairman of the voluntary Wainuiomata Budgeting Service and is still actively involved and has been a member of Lions for over twenty years. He was awarded the Queens Service Medal in 2001.
Maitai Lodge members superbly hosted visitors to the Nelson meeting to dinner and entertainment on both the Saturday and Sunday evenings. A Sunday bus trip took us to the Golden Bay region where we visited Australasia’s
largest fresh water springs and passed through the disastrous Split Apple Rock Druids project of several years ago. Brought back a lot of memories. We also visited a salmon farm where all participating members caught their full quota of fish. It was salmon for dinner that night and plenty to take home. Three wheel chairs (plus pushers) were provided for three of us that were having problems getting around. I can tell you, it was immensely appreciated. It really showed up the help and fellowship among members.
This year’s meetings have been most interesting and enjoyable but who remembers our October meeting of ten years ago? The one held in Wanganui where members were introduced to the sport of pistol shooting which was quite an experience. And then there were visits to the beautiful Bason Botanic Gardens, Canaan Honey House and John McDonald’s private cinema. What wonderful memories.
 Here’s introducing a couple of our more recent members. Brother Alex McCool joined Pride of Hamilton Lodge forty-one years ago and was invited to join IGLD a little over a year ago. Alex is a qualified fitter and turner as well as having steam engineering qualifications. He has held engineering positions with the Waipa State Mill, Meremere Power Station, NZ Dairy Co. and TeRapa  Air force Base. In more recent years he spent 23 years with NZ Post. Unfortunately shift work prevented him from becoming involved with Druid activities as much as he would have liked to have until he more or less retired. He is the recipient of the Grand Lodge’s “Lodge Award”. Today he occupies himself with his 38h farmlet where he runs sheep and cattle.
Sister Katherine Cuthbert (Maitai Lodge) was initiated into our jurisdiction at Wairoa. She has been a Druid for about eight years. She has been employed at the Nelson Public Hospital for over thirty years where she is an administration officer. Outside interests include being a trustee and treasurer of Altrusa House that provides accommodation for visiting relations of hospital patients. She is president of the Old Girls Association of the Nelson College for Girls. Having a beautiful voice she is into choir singing and enjoys solo singing of light opera.
I joined the Druids in the small country town of Raetihi fifty-six years ago. At the time the Lodge owned their own hall and rooms. It has long been erroneously believed that part of the ritual ceremony in joining the Druids involves the candidate having to ride a goat. Druids themselves have encouraged the myth and there are stories of new candidates actually taking along a pair of old trousers on initiation night as they weren’t going to ride a goat in their good suit. At Raetihi between the back of the hall and the back of the shops on the main street there was an un-mown grass area. Someone use to tether a goat there to control the rank grass growth and weeds. Many of the locals were certain that this was the goat that was used in the mystic ceremonies held within the hall. The odd time or two, children were observed with an ear against the outside wall especially if the hall was in darkness but volumes of hearty singing was coming forth from within. Such was the curiosity to learn more about these strange rituals that were believed to be taking place.

Our next IGLD meeting will be held in Rotorua in February as in the past organised by Brother Crosby.

 Along with Sister Helen we wish you all a merry Christmas as we look back on a year of satisfaction and forward to a New Year of successful achievements for our Order. Looking forward to meeting many of you at Rotorua.
Yours fraternally in UPC.

Eric Warner – Past President. 
